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Edendork Primary School                                           Principal:  Mrs Anne McAlinden Bed. Med 

181 Coalisland Road                                          Email:   amcalinden578@c2kni.net 

DUNGANNON                                                                                    Tel:   (028) 8774 0534 

www.edendorkps.com               Fax:  (028) 8774 0628 
 

1st September 2021 
 

Dear Parents, 
  
As I continue to welcome you and your child/children to the start of the 2021/2022 school year at Edendork 
Primary School, I want to give a very special welcome to our 45 P.1 children, to Autumn (P.2), Eabha (P.3), 
Summer (P.4) and Anna (P.6). I would again like to take this opportunity to compliment you on the excellent 
effort you continue to make to ensure your child/children are in full school uniform and assisting us in making 
sure all our children and staff have a safe return to school through adhering to procedures and 
responsibilities presented to date. This indicates your commitment and support for whole school policies and 
procedures and as a school we continue to be blessed to have such supportive parents. It is very encouraging.  
 
This year the school theme is HOPE and indeed we begin our 2021/22 school year with great joy and hope 
following Tyrone’s win over Kerry last Saturday. We are very proud of our P.6 teacher Mr Niall Morgan who is 
also a valued team member here at Edendork. I’m sure you will agree, Mr Morgan is an excellent role model 
of sportsmanship to both children and adults alike. We wish him and all the Tyrone players, including other 
past pupils Darren Mc Curry, Michael Mc Kernan and Conn Kilpatrick continued success on Saturday 11th. We 
intend to have a Tyrone Day on Friday 10th whereby everyone wears red into school to add to the 
memorable occasion of Tyrone’s participation in All Ireland Day. As we hope for a celebratory return of the 
Tyrone team on Sunday 12th September, the school will also closed on Monday 13th September as opposed 
to the planned closure on Monday 1st November. I want to take this opportunity to also wish our past pupil 
Niamh Forker every success as part of the Armagh Team who will be playing in the All Ireland Camogie on 
Sunday 12th September. I also want to congratulate past pupil Niamh Conway who was part of the All Ireland 
Camogie Minor team who won the C Cup last Sunday. All fabulous ambassadors for Edendork P.S. who like all 
our past pupils, continue to achieve well. 
 
I recognise the beginning of any new school year can be a daunting experience for some children, particularly 
those just starting school, those who have a new class teacher, or when an older sibling has transferred to 
post primary school. This year we recognise that children have had a range of different experiences over the 
Summer holidays including experiencing Covid themselves or illness/loss in their families. Although every 
single child is presenting to us to be so happy to be back at school, if you feel your child is experiencing any 
undue anxieties, please do not hesitate to contact the school by telephone or message your child’s teacher 
via Class Dojo.  An appointment can be made with either your child’s class teacher, or myself. 
 
Photographs of your child’s achievements, including him/her engaging in learning activities with their peers 
will appear on the new school website www.edendorkps.com. Planned school events, the dinner menu, 
school news, letters and information relevant to the children and their parents/carers will also be available 
on this site throughout the school year. It is another means enabling the school to effectively communicate 
with you showcasing the wonderful talents and skills of all our children as they participate in a range of 
experiences presented. 
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As six children (one in P.1, three in P.2, one in P.3 and one in P.6) at Edendork P.S. have a severe nut allergy, 
NO NUT PRODUCTS are allowed on the school premises – this includes snack and lunch times.  
 

Our “Healthy Break” policy encourages our children to have a piece of fruit, a sandwich, yoghurt, water 
etc. for their break-time snack as opposed to crisps, sweets, cereal bars or other high sugar products. This 
also extends to incorporating healthy eating at lunch time including what our children take to school as a 
packed lunch. Lunch box audits (highlighting and awarding a healthy lunch box), work on data handling 
related to healthy eating, Science topics/research on what is healthy and what is not healthy are topics 
your child will be engaged in.  
 

A Breakfast Club has already commenced from Wednesday 1st September. This is subsidised by DENI 
Extended Schools Initiative and operated by Mrs Sadie Casey (classroom assistant) in the dining room. This 
enables children to buy a breakfast including cereal, juice, toast and fruit for £1 a day. Breakfast can be 
purchased daily from 8:15 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. In the interests of health and safety, no child other than those 
paying for breakfast, and therefore supervised, should be in school prior to 8:30 a.m. 
 
After schools commences on Monday 6th September from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. for children in P.2 and P.3.  To 
cover the cost of resources (including staff who are paid for the full calendar year, inclusive of holidays and 
to cover the increase in cost of employers’ contributions), the cost of this care has increased to £3 per day 
per child. Required places must be prebooked via the school secretary. It is intended that after schools care 
will commence in January 2022 for children in P.1. 
 
To reduce the handling of cash, we would advocate you use Paypal (friends & family) using the link 
edendorkpay@aol.com to pay for Breakfast (£1), School Dinner (£2.60) and After Schools (£3). Any cash 
sent into school should be in a sealed envelope (one per family) and should be the exact amount as no 
change will be given.  
    
At this stage of the school year, I would like to remind all parents of procedures in place with regards to your 
child/children’s attendance at school and to ensure their protection and safety. 
 

 No child, with the exception of children attending and paying for breakfast, should be on the school 
premises (inside and outside of the building) before 8:30 a.m. as supervision prior to this time CANNOT 
be guaranteed. While I recognise the pressures on parents in the morning rush, and have tried to 
accommodate this by providing a supervised breakfast club, I would urge you to ensure your child’s 
safety, welfare and comfort by adhering to this rule. If you are experiencing any problems in relation to 
your child having to be dropped off at school early, please contact me as soon as possible.  
 

 When a child has been absent from school, a message must be sent to the school to the class teacher via 
Class Dojo explaining his/her absence. Alternatively, a phone call can made to the school. Children’s 
attendance, including reasons for absence are audited by DENI and EWO. If a child is absent due to COVID 
19, he/she is expected to engage in learning presented by the teacher. The teacher must have evidence 
that work is completed as required and record the child’s absence accordingly. In keeping with DENI 
guidelines, Edendork P.S. will only employ remote learning in circumstances where a class or a group of 
pupils are required to self-isolate because of COVID-19. The teacher must have evidence that work is 
completed as required and record the child’s absence accordingly. 

 

 School officially commences at 9:00 a.m. for all pupils attending Edendork. Daily class registers finish at 
9:15 a.m. With the exception of children who travel to school by public transport i.e. Translink, any child 
who comes to school after this time is recorded as late on the SIMS register unless the school has 
previously been made aware of an appointment/event to be attended/family emergency.  
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 If a child is to leave school early, please message your child’s teacher on Class Dojo. The child must be 
collected by the parent/guardian/adult and should phone the school office when they are outside the 
school gate ready to collect the child.  

 

 If a parent/childminder is late collecting a child from school, please contact the secretary’s office. 
 

 In the interests of child protection, there should be no loitering of any adults in the school grounds 
including the front door and corridor. When children are on the school premises, all visitors to the school, 
including parents, MUST report to the secretary’s office. 
 

 Throughout the school year, children in Edendork participate in many activities, which are photographed 
and published in newspapers, school website, the internet, magazines, etc. If you do not wish your child 
to be photographed for any form of publication, please contact me as soon as possible. 

 

I would like to remind you again of the agreed Edendork P.S. Road Safety Policy (also available from the 
school website) which states: “By blocking entrances, including neighbours’ driveways, the health and safety 
of others, including children, is being put at risk.”  
Please inform child minders, grandparents and/or other adults who may be collecting your child/ 
children of school policy and urge them not to block neighbours or school entrances.  Blocking of a 
neighbour’s entrance and parking on their private property, causes a significant high level of distress. 
 
As car parking space outside the school is extremely limited this year, there should be no long term car 
parking during home times. In an effort to relieve congestion, we have staggered home times for the 
following year groups:  
 

1:45 p.m.  P.1  and older P.2 & P.3 siblings 
2 p.m.  P.2 & P.3  
2:45 p.m.  P.4 & P.5 and older P.6 & P.7 siblings & Ace Coaches 
3:00 p.m.  P.6 & P.7 & Translink Service Bus 

 

School holidays for this year are as follows: 
 
September 13th & 27th       October 25th – 29th           December 8th 23rd – 31st 
January   1st – 5th       February 14th – 18th   March 17th   April 14th – 22nd  May 2nd  June: 2nd & 3rd 
 

In anticipation of your continued support for the 2021/2022 school year, thank you. 
 
   Yours Sincerely 
 

                  Anne Mc Alinden 
A.Mc Alinden 
  Principal 


